Doruars, paysble in advance.
long

aaonths,) the
Bessions Os=
will be made to any one who shall order and pay for, at one
time, five copies of the Weekly
«of 35 per cent, (or one-fourth of the full charge) to any one
who will order and pay for at one time ten or more copies.

awarded to any ene unless paid f ‘
fonger than the time for which it is so paid.

< can be read in English in Mrs. Sabine’s transla-

E. 319, “ Points in which the examination has
« De

- cosst of the New Continent by the United States of North

. since been executed by accomplished and experienced French

THE WEEKLY NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

The subscription price of this paper for s year is Tauss
Sessions of Congress, (averaging eight
ice will be T'wo Dorvams; for the short

LA per copy.
20 pu’;nx- (or one-fifth of the full charge)

For the

A reduction of
; and a like reduction

No accounts being for this paper, it will not be for-
> e 6 for in advance, nor sent any

EXTRACT OF A LETTER
From Baron Avexanper pe HumsoLor f0 ‘Dr.
T. G, FLuceL, at Leipsic,

DEBATE IN THE SENATE.

THE COMPROMISE BILL.

Saturpay, Junz 8, 1850.
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumad: the
consideration of the bill for the admission of California os a
State into the Union, to establish Territorial Governments for
Utsh and New Mexico, and making proposals to Texas for the
establishment of her western and northern boundaries.
The pending question was on the following amendment,
submitted by Mr. Foore before the adjournment on Priday :
¢ Strike out the teuth line, and .to the word *thereon” in-
clusive in the eleventh line, of the thirty-ninth section, and
insert in lieu thereof, ¢ where the thirty-fourth degree of north
latitude crosses said river.” " .
At the end of the bill add as follows :
« Provided ,'l'hnuwl. q'?.m?.'.'-: contained shall be so
construed as in any manner to impair any

which the

(ThANSLATED ¥HOM THE OERMAN.] State of Texas may now have to any territory e b(hg;
I hasten, my respected Doctor, to express to Sadec and) by snther) ‘Wﬁaﬂm il

you my best thanks, in a fewlines only, (being en-

since yesterday in all the horrors of a remo-
ﬁ?&oml’m Berlin brlhn?ry:qw
ing journey of nd for GivLiss's notices on

For an antediluvian like -me, who is attached
-with his whole soul to the New Continent, nhrouﬁh
the color of his opinions and his knowledge of the
beautiful country, * * * * * * 4 *
it is refreshing and gratifying to follow the rapid
-and magnificent development of scientific spirit
in the United States, and to have to acknowledge
the participation of the Government in a three years’
expedition to Chili, tndertaken because a Professor
in ‘i(arburg desires it, and nobody listens to him in
Europe.

Wg.;re indebted for excellent labors in hypso-
metry, astronomy, botany, and geognosy, to Fre-
monT, Emory, WisLizenvs, Lieuts. Asert and
Bacie, of the fine coast survey, and to the circum-
navigation of Cuarces WiLkes.

In my “ Aspects of Natare,” vol. 1, pp. 388-392,
I have used earnest language on the possibility of an
oceanic canal over the Isthmus of Panama. May
those words at last find an echo in North America,

~and be diffused through the newspapers. They

tion of Humboldt's « Aspects of Nature,” vol. 1,

. % N & * * &

en neglected.”” * * s
With great respect, I am your most obedient,

A, HUMBOLDT.
Beruin, Dec. 22, 1849,

FROM THE ‘“ASPECTS OF NATURE,” vor. 1r, p. 319,
As the taking possession of a considerable part of.the west

America, and the report of the sbundance of gold in New
+ California, (now called Upper California,) have rendered
morte urgent than ever the formation of a communication be-
' tween the Atlantic States and the regions of the West
v through the Isthmus of Panama, I feel it my duty to call at-
* tention once agein to the circumstance that the shortest way
* to the shores of the Pacific, which was shown by the natives
to Alonso Martin de Don Berito, is in the eastern part of the
Isthmus, and led to the Golfo de Ban Miguel. We know
that Culumbus (Vida del Amirante por Don Fernsndo Colon,
-cap. 90) sought for an ““estrecho de tierra firm¢;” and in |
the official documents which we possess of the years 1505
. and 1507, and especially 1514, mention is made of the de-
- gired ‘*opening ™' (aberturs) and of the pass’(passo) which
- should lead directly to the *¢Indian land of spices.” Having
« for more than forty years been occupied with the subject of
- the means of communicution belween the two seas, I have
- constantly, both in my printed works and in the different
memoirs which with honorable confidence the Free States of
: Spanish America have requested me to furnish, urged that the
¢ Isthmus should be examined hypsometrically throughout its
entire length, and more especially where in Darien and in the
. inhospitable former Provincia de Biraguete, it joins the con-
tinent of South America, and where, between the Atrato and
+ the Bay'of Cupica, (on the shore of the Pacific, ) the mountain
- chain of the Isthmus almost entirely disappears. (See in my
Atlss geographique et physique de la Nouvelle Espagne,
¢ pl. 1v.; in the Atlas de la Relation historique, pl. xx11 and
xxrirj  Voyage sux Régions équinoniales du Nouvesu
Continent, T. 111, p. 117-154 ; and Essai politique sur le
Ragaume de la Nouvelle Espagne, T. 1, 2d edit. 1825, p.
202-248.)

Geperal Bolivar, at my request, caused an exact levelling
of the Ishmus between Panama and the mouth of the Rio
Chagres to be made in 1828 and 1829, by Lloyd and Fal-
marc. (Philosophical T'ransactions of the Royal Society of Lon
don for the year 1830, p. 59-68.) Other measurements have

engineers, and projects hiave been formed for canals and rail-
ways with locks and tunnels, but always in the direclion of a
meridian "between Poito Bello and Panams, or more to the
wes!, towards Chagres and Cruces. Thus the most impor-
dant points of the eastern and southeastern part of the Isthmus
have remained unexamined on both shores! So long as this
part is not examined geographically, by means of exact but
easily attained determinations of latitude and longitude, by
chronometers as well as hypsometrically, in the confirmation
of the surface by barometric measurements of elevation ; so

long I consider that the statement I have repeatedly made, snd P

which [ now repeat in 1849, will still be true, viz : ““That it
is as yet unproved and guife premature to pronounce that the
Isthmus does not admit of the formation of an Oceanic Canal,
(is @. a canal with fewer locks than the Caledonian Canal,)
permilling at all seasons the passage of the same sea-going
ships between New York and Liverpool, on the one hand, and
©Ohili and California on the other. ;

On the Atlantic side (according to examinations which the
Direccion of the Deposito hidrografico of Madrid have enter-
@d on (heir mops since 1809) the Ensenada de Mandings
penetrated so deeply towards the south that it appears to be
only four or fivre German geographical miles, fifteen to an
equatorial degree, (i. e. 16 or 20 English geographical miles, )
from the coast of the Pacific on the zast of Panama. On
the Pacific side the Istbmus is almost equally indented by
the-deep Golfo de San Miguel, into which the Rio Tayra falls,
with its tributary river the Chuchungue, (Churkumague.)
This lsst named stream, in the upper part of its course, ap-
pcu.cbu within 16 English geographicsl miles of the Atlan-
tic side of the Ishmus to the west of Cape Tiburon. For
more thau twenty years I have had inquiries made from ms
on lh-a ':nhjul of the problem of the Isthmus of Panama, by
associations duirolu of employing considerable pecuniary
means, but the simple advice which I have given hss never
been followed. Every scientifically educated engineer knows
hat between the tropics, (even without corresponding olwerva-
jons,) good baromelric measurements (the horary. variations
being taken into account) affsrd results which are well as-

ured to be less than from 70 to 90 French or 76 10 96 Eng-
lish feet. It would besides be easy to establish for g few
nonths on the two shores two fixed corresponding barometrie
ations, and to compare repeatedly the portable instruments
nployed in preliminary levelling with each other, and with
hose at the fixed stations. Let that part be pariicalarly ex-
ined where, near the continent of South America, the
rprrating  mountain ridge sinks into hills. Seeing the im
portance of the sabject 10 the great commeree of the warld,
he research ought not, es hitherto, to be restricted to a limirted
d. A greatand comprehensive work, which sha | inelude the

h ‘;um part of lhahl;:l:‘lﬂ. and I'hld:' will be equally
every possible operation, for canal or for

, can alone decule the much-discossed either
uuﬂnr negatively. That will be done at last, which
had my advice been taken, would have been done

Chili- and on ¢4

g,
1} up 0

the second
title to all

emendmenta which 0
arp three in number. The first of k
northegg boundary of Texas the 34th degree of north latitudes.

to retain in favor of Texas her present | pretty
territory embraced by her law of boundary of

Presidos _g;ﬁﬁ . T
have to the bill.
proposes to make the

1836, in the event of her rejecting the proposition about to
be made to her in regard to the cession of a portion of that
territory ; and the third reaffirms the validity of the Texas
resolutions of annexation in like manner as hes been already
done in their report of the Committee of Thirteen. I do not
regard any of thede amendments as indispensable ; but 1 am

and Navajos ; th
years past, ani} will continue todo it. I venture the assextion
that it will be the last point where their hostilities will cease.

‘They get upon the mountsins and mlchth:ru
they frequently become possessed

and third smendiments ought not to be adopted, and that the
second is unnecessary; but I have bave no objection to it.
Mr. RUSK. I am very reluctant to trouble the Senate,
bat I desire 1o state o few facts, to which I wish (o call their
sttention, in relstion to this line. I imagine there
can be but one-sentiment pamgu:y side of the cham-
ber, 8o far as the line is concerned; with re to.ome point,
snd that ie lhwprozlety' of making this division so ss to be
most conducive to ¢

that are to be found there, The town of EI Paso itself is
abogt 32° north latitude. At E1'Paso, and above and below
it, there are irhabitants ; twenty miles will not incldde all the
inhabitants thatare above it. I am told by inte{ligent lfnlh-
men, traders from that section of country, that about
seventy miles above El Paso there is a town cal

E
i

recently voted at elections. in Texas. The exact point at
which it s located cannot be ascertained, as there is no accu-
racy with regard to where the of latitude crosmes the
Rio Grande. What is called the Jornado del Muerto com-

d | mences. above the town of Dona Ana ; the mountsirs on the

Rio Grande itself rendes that stream entively inaccessible for a.
distance, variously estimated by thote best acquainted with it
from ninety to one handred i to the east of this there is
another range of mountains ranning parallel with the Rio Gran-

calty of passing over a country of atleast, ninety miles—some
say one: hnndl!d miles and upwards—with their animals,
where there is not a drop of water or a stick of timber. Nor
is this the only difficulty, bat the mountains, shutting in
closs in some places, afford shelter to the most for-

Lmidnblc tribes of Indiens, the Camanches, the Apaches,

there, and have done so for

for travel-
lere, as their object is either blood or plunder, by this means
a lsrge amount of proper-
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interests aod comfort of the inhabitants | but to 3

they will all be ado
Mr. CLAY.

satisfied that they would make the bjll more acceptable to
many members of the two Houses of *Congress, n
impart additional satisfaction to the country. I hope that

tend to

d.

I have no doubt, sir, of the amicable purpose

-1 Mexico, was before us; we considered it, discussed it, decided

for which the Benator from Mississippi has affered these
smendments, but I regret to say that, whilst I shall not
announce what I will make and what I will not make a sine
qua non, [ cannot: agree with him es to any of his amend-
ments. I think two of them are, according to my conception,
wrong, and the third is unnecessary; though as to that, I have
no objection o its being sdopted, if any body thinks it neces.
sary. Now, [ wish my friend from Mississippi had known
the great trouble, the extraordinary pains which was taken
to consider what was the most suitable southern boundary for
New Mexico. We had the subject before the committee
from time to time, snd from day to day. This very proposi-
tion of making the 34th degree of north latitude the northern
boundary of Texss, and the southern boundary of New

against it; and determined on a line twenty miles above El
Paso, and thence across to the Indian territery. I will not
take up the time of the Benate, to go into the various con-
siderations which operated upon the committee. One was
to deviate as little from what we supposed to be (he eastern
boundary of New Mexico, as ible. I was extremely
desirous myself that El Paso should have been retsined as
the nerthern boundary of Texas and the southern boundary
ol New Mexico, believing that that was the point of the
ancient boundary of New Mexico. I still think so, and I
should sii'l myeelf prefer it. Bat, sir, [ yielded, as the
members of the Senate know, finally to the adoption of a
line twenty miles above El Paso, and thence to the Indian
territory. That change was made for this purpose : it was
said that there were some settlements beiween El Paso
and twenty or thirty miles above, which had no necessary
intercourse with New Mexico, but had intercourse with
Texas. It was said indeed, by some, that this was in-
accessible to New Mexico, for that there was en inter-
vening desert; which, however, upon further information, I
find not to be aliogether impassable. There is s desert
called the Dosert of Death, which extends for about ninetesn
or twenly miles above El Paso, and which was supposed to
render it impossible that there should be any connexion by
commerce or travelling between Santa Fe and El Paso, It
turned out, on inquiry, that for ninety ora hundred miles
—opinion varying as to the precise exteni—no water whatever
is to ba obtained, and hence it is called the Pass of Death;
but in point of fact, it is a bowling-green, covered with grass
~—the grass of the prairie—with no mountains on it, or hills of
any considerable extent, and upon this is the great commer-
cial thoroughfare from Banta Fe to Chihuahua and the
provinces below it. Finally, however, in consequence of the
alleged antipathy of the inhabitants immediately sbove El
Paso, and within thirty miles of it, to be connected with New
Mezxico, and their desire to be attached to, Texas, we yielded
with some reluctance—I did with considerable reluctance
myseelf—to the adoption of a point twenty miles sbove El
Paso, giving to Texas El Paso itself, which New Mexico
wanted to divide with her, and giving her twenty miles above
El Paso. '

Now, what is it proposed to do? EI Paso is shout 32°
of north latitude ; from that to Santa Fe, where you reach
about 364°, nearly the line mentioned in the annexation re-
solutions, would be just44°. Now it is proposed by this
amendment to take off about half of that at one side of
the Rio Grande—that is to say, to reduce 44° to 24°,
The inevitable effect of that would be to diminish, very
malerially, the pecuniary equivalent which it is proposed
to offer to Texas for the surrender of territory. It gives
her land which she does not want, and it takes away from
her money which she does want, snd a portion of which
we are bound to give. Now, sir, [ do hope my friend from
Mississippi will waive this amendment. Thisis a matter
which was fully considered, amply considered in the com-
mittee, and if we begin to disturb the result of their labors
where is it to end ? [ know that some gentlemen from Texas
are desirous of Lhis line 34°, and perhaps, if [ were in their
place, I might find myself in thesame position as them, want-
ing to receive all the money and land I could get ; but, after full
consideration, the committee found it impracticable to comply
with what were understood to be the wishes of the Govern-
ment of Texas, and took up the subject, considered it fally,
and agreed upon this point. Now, why disturb it? If you
begin to disturb it, where is it to end? Besides, these are but
lo Texas. Bhe canreject and accept them as she
pleases. I hope, therefore, thatif there is any change what-
ever in that line from the point twenty miles above El Paso,
it will be rather to bring the line down to El Pazo than to
carry it up, the effect of which, I am convinced, would be in-
jurious 10 Texas, giviog her what she does not want, and dis-
turbing what I regard as the ancient limits of the province
which [ have been desirous to preserve intact. .

The next smendment which the Senator from Mississippi
proposes, as [ said, is in my opinion unnecessary, but at the
same time I have no objection to it as I find it in the printed
amendment, though sometimes the printed copy and the man-
uscript are not exactly the same. The smer.dment resds in
these words :

“ Provided, Thatnothing in this act contained shall be so con-
strued as in l!:{‘ manner to impair the rights of the State of
Texus to all* the terri cluimed by her, in the event that
the terms proposed to said State of Texas should not be ac-
cepted.”

Well, sir, I thought of that. There is a proviso in the
bill retaini:g to the Government of the United States all its
rights unimpaired, and why was it limited to the Govern-
meant of the United States! Because we were the parties act-
ing, propcsing, making overtures. The other party could
not be aff cied, if it chose to reject our proposals, but we
might by possibility have had our right impaired, and there-
fore it was that [ put in the proviso that if the terms proposed
to Texas were not seceded to, nothing should be so construed
as to impair the rights of the United States.  But, sir, [ have

ty. They have spies upon the different mountains, as
s00n as a caravan enters the pass at either end, notice is given
to the surrounding warriors, and by the time the travellers
reach the other end of it, exhausted with travelling night and
day, worn out for want of water, and their animals not in a con-
dition to.move with any velocity, the Indians on fresh horses
rush upon them, and become aneasy prey. That is pre-
cisely the condition of this pass, through which the people
of whom 1 was speaking, have wg: to Santa Fe. 'Whatever
jurisdiction you establish at Santa Fe must extend over all these
people within the line, aod there is this pass which renders it
a matter of vast difficulty for them to have any intercourse at
all. Ihave no doubt thst many ¥mm bere say that these
people are very imwilling to go to Texas who sctually believe
that it is the case, because there are various motives which
will induceit. One that T have no doubt has great weight
out of doors, is the suggestion that the great road from the
valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean will pass thé Rio
Grande close to El Paso, and therefore the anxiety to secure
the point where this road will cross. It would be unreasonable
to suppose that these people would be desirous of forming any
connexion with Santa Fe. This is altogether a mistake ; bat
it is not material to gointoitnow. Sometimes [ am told these
people have been subject to the jurisdiction of Santa Fe, but
they had at oxe time a jurisd of their own, which was
called New Biscay. Thereisanother difficulty. The vacant
land for a few miles at this point is of but little consequence,
as most of it is covered by titles.

If these people should be attached to Santa Fe they will
be subjected to the necessity of going through this pass to
reach their seat of government. Thess paople would thus be
located near the borders of Texas, subject to another jurisdic-
tion, and near the road which emigrants to California now
take through Texas, and being almost free from the jurisdic-
tion of Banta Fe, Indians and bad men would congregate
there for bad purposes. Being upon the borders of Texas,
and near to a very densely populated portion of the State,
collisions with these people would naturally be the result, and
they could not get along without great difficulty and trouble.
A matier-of this sort occurred some years ago. e was a
piece of territory between the United States and Spain, called
the neutral ground, upon which a number of reckless men
settled. The Spanish Government sent a force to Nacogdo-
ches to preserve quiet, and the American Government sent an
army, and both the forces could not keep the people in sub-
jection ; they were subject to no jurisdiction, and they com-
mitted oll sorts of depredations in their neighborhood. The
soldiers went and barnt down their houses, but that did no
good, for as soon aa the forces were gone they came back, and I
venture to say that thie continent could not raise such a des-
perate set of men as was raised there. -Well, if you leave
these people to Banta Fe, they will be just in the same sita-
ation, and bordering close upon Texas; and, sofar as the
malter of consideration is concerned, it amounts to nothing
where the line is ; for, so far as the value of this territory is

States, or Santa Fe, in that respect.

Mr. DAYTON. | understand the Senator to say that the
section of country below El Paso borders on Texas and on 2
populous county, What is the county immediately south of
El Paso ! and what is the population? I bave understood
that the section of country intervening between il and the
ﬁulorﬁ part of Texas was very sparsely popalated, if popu-

at all.

Mr. RUBK. There is a portion of the county of El Paso
that is populons, and a portion of it that is not populous.

Mr. DAYTON. Bat how of the country below El Paso :
is that a populous part of Texas!

Mr. RUSK. That is a difficult question te answer. There
is a paint called El Paso, at which there wes a small settle-
ment heretofore, and now [ am told that there is a very Inrs;
setilement growing up in that neighborhood. The roads
not run up and down the Rio Grande, nor is there any com-
munication up and down that stream except above El Paso,
The communication is the other way, acrose. So far as the
value of this territory is concerned, either to the United States
or Texass, it amounts to little or nothing. The land is all
taken up in titles. There is a population of about four hun-
dred, mostly Mexican, at Dofia Ana ; it is an old settlement,
and some of the grants of land run back to a very old date.
The object of the amendment is to prevent the confusion and
discontent which would result from fixing the line 50 as to
place these people upder the jurisdiction of Santa Fe, with
which they could have but little intercourse.

Mr. MANGUM. When this question was under conside-
ration by the Committee of Thirteen, personally.I felt a strong
inclination to bave the point of departure fixed at or
near the southern limit, as it has been recognised for many
{,earl—of New Mexico; that ie to say, El Paso, or the

ABE, ——

M:r. RUSK. Will the Senator sllow me’ I take issue
with him on that point. Ithas not been recognised as the
southern limit. :

Mr. MANGUM. Some very ancient documents represent
it as being at that point ; at all events, including El Paso,
and tsking departure eastward from the Rio Grande, some
miles below the Pass, It was upon information derived from
this source, a# well as maps and general representation, that
I spoke. I think such wos the impression generally of the
committee. [t was represented to the committee that there
is a set/lement of & considerable population on the east side of
the Rio Grande, near or opposite to El Paso, and above it for
several miles towards the desert, or Journey of Death. That
desert, s far as I could collect information from the
very imperfect maps before ue, and personal representations,
was from nine lo thirty miles from E| Paso. It is now repre-
sented as seventy or eighty or more miles above the Pass.
Upon a view of the whole of these conflicting and incompati-
ble statements and representations, the information, even at
this moment, must be reganled a8 unreliable and very unsa-
tisfactory. With the view, however, that this population, re-
presented as residing on the east side of the Rio (;nnds near
El Pawo, should not be taken from Texas, it beingalleged that
she hod extended ber laws and jurisdiction in fact over the

concerned, it will be of no benefit to Texas, or the United | they

opinion, but still I ha
Southern triends oug

vention in

excluded.
sity is there for the re

disseverad,
Lis s'aves there: why,

out any further

I first instance,

no objection to the amendment.

done.  What has tho committee proposed !
mittea has E_'npmod is 10 adopt the principle of non-inter-
ow Mexi

tory force of the resolution of annexation 7
effect of it } No praciical

to put an abstract assertion in
already suffici-ntly secared by the action of (Jongress upon it
herelofore.  Well, sir, you cannot detach New Mexico from
exas, and leave things as if they were not separatad and
That seems to be the object of the smendment.
Do you want to preserve the right of the slaveholder to carry

You do not want a dee!

seainet law and fact. No, you do not want that. Then, if
Mh“tmmg**{‘m secured to him, with- | Grande twenty miles above the Pass, turns out to be wholly

Itis not pecessycy, in my
ve no objection to it

ht to be satisfied with what wa have
What the com-

ico, leaving the state of law there as it

exists, merely declaring that slavery shall not be admitted or
Is not that sufficient ?

Besides that, what neces-
-afficmation of the binding and obliga
What will be the
ition is made, but merely
bill of » principle which is

if it exists by law, you have that right.
sration that he shall have thet right

I think, therafore, sir, as I suid when I rose, that the first ' the committee. [ refer 1o the report

county of El Paso, it was agreed, at first, to fix the point of
departure from the Rio Grande, ten miles above the Pass, and

With regard to the third amendment, [ reslly think our | upon further consideration, to make assurance doubly sure, it

was agreed to fix it twenty miles in a straight line above the
middle of the Pass. Tt seemed to be well understood that
twenty miles would include the whole of that lation,
This consideration, together with an additional one, deter-
mined the committee, as I suppos:—it certainly regula‘ed my
course on this subject. The other consideration to which 1
allade is, that in all probability, st no remote period, there
may be a southern line of communication across the continent
from the waters of the Gulf to the Pacific, by railroad or
otherwise ; and that El Paso will be fiund the easiest and
most 1i::h(l}almula l;nu“ Tﬁu mountains to reach the head
watera of U ila, an t Texas ought very properly to re-
tain possrssion and jurisdiction up 1o and as far over the Pass
as the treaty of Gusdalupe Hidalgo will justify. But
since that time [ have had occasion to look a very

interesting manuseript, for which the Benate has called on the
Department this morning, and the main fact which it
was determined to fix the point of departure the Rio

utfounded, and exactly the reverse of the understanding of
of Captain French. It

'c

1850.

E /5~
0 the form of a diary, and contains much informs-
d o a country of whioh but little has bitherto
ly known, and about which much exaggeration
i upon the public. At the point on the esst
iio Grande, cEpmiumPun. tead of there
Population, there are omly three houses on the
B or east side. The town o{’ El Paso is wholly si-
(Meaico. There are three villages on the islsnd,
ik jurisdiction they willi in must remain un-
il the boundary line shall be established between.
tons of Mexico and the Uhited States, as fixed by
of Hidaigo,

Bl Paso up to the Desest of Death, I think it not un-

info i, as the ohjecis of the expe-
ot require an ex ion of that locality.

K. 1 must interrupt the honosable Sena-
ing now ofia. document which I know noth-
have a retarn of the votes of this- county of
are nearly 700 in number, |
GUM. [have not come to that yat. I

ning territery between the middle of the
u:' Death. !h':n:o reliable information of
N of consequence, they mot of the white
peblos.. ldqrmh;nfut?ni?f;::;ﬁwdibe
' ‘Bgnator as to.the population twenly, or
Ritiyior move inilés bolow, as well as above the Pass.
“”‘. ‘"RUSK. The town of Dona Ana is above Bl Paso

orte.

Mr. MANGUM. 1 undestood the Senator to say below,
I bave not examined msp to ascertain, where that town
is situated. Thers is, however, I apprehend, no reliable in-
formation of thers.being more than twenty families between E|
Paso and the Desert. On the other upon the opposite
eide of the Rio Grande, (the Mexican side,) there are several
thousand inhabitants on'a El.in where the town is situated.

The plain is net rem le for fertility, but the inhabit-
ants derive a bare subsisence from the. products of the soil,
Grain, to supply the wants of emigrants, or for other pur-
poses, has te be brought from Chihuahva. I will make
another general repmark on the infoxmation derived from this
report. 'The wholdof the country, from Ban Antonio to the
Paso del Norte, with occasional exceptions, is, perhsps, to an
American Atlantic pye, one of the most arid, sterile, undesi-
rable, and wo that any American eye ever looked
upon within the oldlimits of the possescions of the Uhited
States, On one haud huge, naked, voleanic mountains spring-
ing up to the ; on the other vast arid plains, rocky,
unproductive, not s by a tree, dwarfed or otherwise; and

- | we take this boundary the whole question is settled.

88 proposed

34°, you innl:s. within the limits of Texae the whole popu-
lation south of this desert, and you cut off nome north of the
desert, but leave them in direct communication with Santa
Fe ; which will, I thinl, settle all difficulties as between New
Mexico and Texas. I hope, sir, that my honorable frierd
from Kentucky, with:the understanding that we were (o in-
clude all these people in the limits of Texas, will not throw
any obstacles in the way of the amendmant to accomplish that
object, Thae value cf the strip of territory can be no object
a4 all, but the inhabitents do not wish to be cut off from Tex-
as and united to New Mexico, with which they are not natu-
rally connected, which I shall oppose, and which I presume
the members of the committee wiﬁa:ppc-n. I trust that if

[ know, sir, that many of my friends seem to have no in-
considerable difficulty in the way. of taking any portion of
Texas. I have not the same difficulties. [ am frank to de-
clare that, under the difficulties which lie in the way of a set-
tlement of this question, T would be perfectly willing to take
such a ﬁnm as would put an end to all strife between Tex-
a8 and New Mexico, restore harmony to that peopla, I
am perfectly satisfied, sir, that the Senator from Illinois should
present his amendment to the amendment, limiting the Ter-.
ritory to that range of mountains that lies parallel with the
Rio Grande ; [would be satisfied to take that, if gentlemen

[ligencer.

No. ‘70-

tlements whatever. So that, if you establish this nmendment, lar point is s matter of no consequence tomes I am' anxious
the homorabie Senator from Mississippi, of only to see that these people of the county of El Paso are in-

cluded. [do not care about goingup as high even as the
| Senator from Hlinois, (Mr. Doueras, ) in a spirit of concilia-
tion, proposes to go. Let the line commence at s point on
the Rio Grande, oppurite the lower end of the Jornsdo del
Muerte, and run from thence towhers the one hundredth de-
gree of west longitude crosses the Rud:river ; whether the line
be that or thiriy-four is of no ggeat consequence, either 1o the
United Btates or T'exas.
Mr. CLAY. [ am fully persuadediof the anxious desire
of the Senator from Texas to concur in some smicable setile-
ment of this whole affair. [ do.not dbubtit. But I think he
| bes allowed. himself to be unaecessarily excited on. this occa~
| sion.  He speaks of the bravary and ination of the peo-
ple of Texas. I never doabted it. They bave given the

whole world evidences of their bravesy, but they are no braver
than the. rest of tte people of the United Siates ; not s
more brave. They constituted, onew =, part of the of

other States, and I do not imagine shist climate of Texas
has infused any particular-valor into: their veins beyond what
they carried there, and bayond what is retained by th ose they
left behind. Bat it is usaless to talk of bravery, and resort-
ing to cocflict, and the *¢degradation of Texas.” What
de:ndm 'm;'hm°'¥.s:?5n§t the, United Bn:z at liberty lo

prop to r her acceptance, alfering to buys
specified portion of what she claims to be ber territory, and

New Mexico and Texas, and, third, notto separate a portion
of the people, and eubject them to the great inconvenience of
l;b:il:s annexed to New Mexico, to which they do not properly
ng.

Mr. DOUGLAS. In listening to this debate an amend-
ment has suggested itself to me, offering which, I apprehend,
might reconcile the objects of all the conflicting opinions. It
seems, now to be conceded that this desert, or Journey of
the Dead. as it is called, ooght to be the boundary belween
Texss and New Mexico. ’Iqbaﬂenalor from Kentucky thinks
that his line secures that boundary, Others thinkthat it is ne-
ceasary to go up lo the 34th parallel to secure the boundary.

Upon further consideration, [ am in doubt whether either of
these lines does secure it. I have wrillen an amecdment
which I intend to offer at the proper time, which will secure

it beyond question, by providing that the northern boundary |
of the State of Texas shall be a line drawn due east from the

Rio Girande through the centre of this ‘Desert of Deuth to the

Red River. Take the Rio Grande in the centre of thisdesert,

wherever it may be found to be, snd run due esst to

Red river, no matter what the latitude may be.

such a scarcity of witer ; and what there is, is of the worst
conceivable quality,| so that the traveller is subjected to the
greatest exiremities b suffering for the want of it.

The expedition,  whase observations I have availed my-
self, being one fa ky out and open s military road from SBan
Antonio to Paso dé Norte, returned from the Pass on a differ-
entand more nox route. The appearances of the country
was still more inhi ble. Bpeaking of a distanceof one hun-
dred and seventy down the Pecos to the “*Horse Head,”
the report says: [** But few places can be found more soli-
¢ tary, ot present a-more dreary appearance, than all this re-
¢ gion of the The only signs of life, or moving things,
¢ ig now and then /a single deer or a few antelope, flocks of
¢ ducks circling owir the lagoons, or a solitary crane winging
¢ his way up the course of the stream. The grass coarse and
“salt, and wood br culinary purposes with difficulty ob-
¢ tained.” et

If this country were situale between Pennsylvania and
New York, or %amqlunia and Virginia, it would be con-
sidered atterly worthless, and remain uninhabited, unless by
serpents ; and much of it would not produce enough on ten
acres to keep alive black-snake. As to this country ever
becoming a slave country, I bave long since become satisfied
that it is beyond jhe remotest probability ; indeed, I regard
itan in:mihilitg.’. It never can ; no, never, unless, indeed,
mines ba dfscovered, and slave labor carried into the
bowels of the earth. Except in mines—and we have no in-
formation of any fiscoveries—slave labor would be not only
not productive, bat to the proprietor ruinous. lo respect to
the proposed smendment to fix 34 degrees north latitude as
the point of departure, I cannot vote for it. 1 adhere to my
first impression, tHat just north of El Paso is the proper
point of departure.

As to the other amendment, that the territory ceded by
Texas shall remain in the same plight as to slavery up to
36° 30/, as it now is under the resolutions of annexation, I
think no declaration to that effect is at all necessary. I differ
entirely with the Senator from Kentucky on this point. I
shall not argue it now. But, whether [ am right or wrong,
I consider the whole matter ss of no practical importance.
Blavery never can, never will go there. Blavery will never
abide long where it is unprofitable. Where it shall be found
profitable, it probably will to the end, as it has from the
beginning, exist ; abolitionism, free-soilism, and all the rest
to the conirary notwithstanding. But in New Mexico, il a
proprietor with fifty or a hundred hands were there, he and
must soon remove, or be supported hy other means than
their labor. If neither removal could be sccomplished nor
exiraneous support could be obtained, if the slaves would not
ran away from the master, he would run away from his
slaves. Slave labor can be of nu value there. It can never
gothere, Therefore, I think the proposed amendment wholly
unneceasary, and adhere to the bill, in this respect, as re-

Mr. RUSK. 1 desire a word of explanation. [ think the
Senator from North Carolina is not only a little confused in
bis geographical notions, but also that be has received very
wrong information in regard to the character of the soil
sbout El Paso. The hooorable Senalor has been misled.
Until very recenily there has been no communication with
El Paso. There is a point upon the Rio Grande called Paso
del Norte ; there is also a county of El Paso, which com-
mences some miles below that point and runs up some sixty
miles above it. Now, with regard to the character of the
80il, it is a matter of no consequence Lo this discussion, only
as indicating the character of the country generally. [ bave
not been there, but [ have been over such country very fre-
quently, looking out for Indians more than for water or good
land, and I can tell the Senator that the notes of the country
taken under such circumstances are not much to be relied on.
I have gone over a country searching for Indians, or when I
knew that Indians were searching for me, and I have thought
it a poor country ; and I have afterwards gone over the same
country when there were no Indians afier me, and thought it
a very fine country. [A laogh.] Perhaps if the Senator
from North Carolina had gone out there he would have made
an examination in the face of his red brethren of the forest,
but I do not think that at this day sn explorer going from San
Antonio to El Pas> could say there was no water.

Mr. MANGUM. Will the Benator allow me to correct
bim? I gather my information from an exploration made last

_Mr. CLAY. I regret extremely this obstruction to the
bill on the subject of a fow miles more or less on the Rio
Grande. I repeat again what I have said before, that I have
got no ullimatum or sine qua non; but really, I do think,

ofter the full consideration given to the subject by the com-
mitlee, that there onght to be some disposition to acquiesce
in the decicion to which they came. The Senator from Ala-

bama has correctly stated what occurred before the committee.

The first idea was El Paso, very much pressed, and anxiously

pressed by me. The next idea was to go just above El Paso,

80 as to leave El Paso to Texas, and (o begin there. Then

there was some talk of these inhabitants who could not get to

Santa Fe, and could get, by going twice the distance, to

Austin, theseat of government of Texas, Then we proposed

ten miles ; then twenty ; and then twenty miles in a siraight

line was proposed, instead of with the meandering of the
river. The Senator from Alabama will recollect that the
committee had no satisfactory information concerning the

people of this country, or their disposition to be annexed to
one party or the other. I beg to call the attention of the
Senate to the difference between the posilions of Texas and
New Mexico. Texas has her two Senators upon this floor
entirely disposed, in negotiating for their State, to get all they
can. I make no reproach sgainst them for it, but the infor-
mation which I get from the Delegate from that Territory, is
very different from thet which we derive from the Senators
from Texas, acting as both pariies do, on information given
them, rather than opon personal knowledge. Now, in point
of fact, I understand that the bulk of the inhabitants are
twenty miles above El Pasp, although there may be one or
two bundred inhabitants scattered slong the valley all the
way up to the commencement of the Passage of Death. But,
let me ask, in fixing the boundaries of States—of empires
perhape—is it of any importance wheiter there are a few in-
habitants above or below the line? Now, we do not hear
from these people. The honorable Senator from Texas states,
as he no doubt believes, that they desire to be uttached to
Texas. The Delegate from New Mexico behind me states
directly the reverse.

Mr. RUSK. Has he ever been there !

Mr. CLAY. Yes. He has been over the whole road
from Santa Fé to El Paso, and has letters in his possession re-
cently written, representing that the inhabitants do not want
to be joined to Texas. How, then, are we lo act in this state
of uncertainty and absence of information’ Bat look at the
fact. The fact is, thai the inhabitants proposed to be annexed
to Texas are not less than seven hundred miles from their seat
of government, aud I really cannot see how they can get
there. How are these few inhabitants, whom it is so desirous
1o attach to Texas and notto New Mexico, to travel to their
seat of government, which will be twice the distance off

The honorable Senator trom Texas spesks of some inacces-
sible valley. Well, if Santa Fé is inaccessible and difficult
to be got at, the same objection applies to Austin. Besides
that, I am told that there is a fine natural road, a great com-
mercial highway, one of the finest commercial roads in the
United States, and the only difficulty is the want of water,
and the caravans with merchandise have no difficulty in sup-
plying themselves with water. Besides, wells can be sunk
hy, I have had half a dozen ponds made at Ashland, and
we have hundreds and thousands of them in Kentucky, and
as seltlements fill up and population increases, there will be no
difficulty in forming depots of water for the sccommodation of
travellers over these ninety or one hundred miles of fine na-
tural highway, without sny obstruction of mountains or even
very inaccessible hille, and with the finest grass pasturage on
every side. {
Now, really, I do hope that the honorsble Senstor fom
Texas will not persevere in this desire to go to the line of 34° ;
in other words, toleave bul two and a half degrees. Asl have
already stated, a much Jess amount of pecuniary cquivalent
must be offsred to Texas than if the line remsine where fixed
by the committee. Thare may be a few inhabitants left out,
but according to the present informalion we possess it would
not amount 1o much.

and Texas, giving to Texas, as we propose to do, El Paso
and the bulk of the inhabitants around El Paso, she ought to
be satisfied that the report of the committee should be ad-
hered to.

Mr. RUSK. 1do not desira to throw the slightest ob-
tacles in the way of the passsge of this bill. 1 have great

fall under the orders of the Government by engineers appaint-
ed to lay out a military route.

Mr. KING. The main object we had in view was to set-
tle, as far as practicable, the disputed boundary of Texas.
That was one great object. It certainly was s0. [ enter-
tained an opinion very diffirent from many others as to the
right of Texas to the boundary claimed. My opinion was
that the claim of T'exas could not be successfully controverted.
But we do not shut our eyes to the fact that it was a disputed
boundary. Their object was to prevent, if possible, any col-
lision between the people of New Mexico, supposing them
selves to be within its limits properly appertsining to New
Mexico, and the aathorities of Texas, which was threatened,
and which would be most unforturate. Henoe it was that,
with reference to the extent of country, snpposing from the
nature of the country that it would not be of very great im-
portance either to Texus or New Mexico to accomplish these
objects, I was prepared to go in favor of procuring of the
State of Texas, by purchase, at a reasonable compensation—
although [ had no doubt of her title—such a portivn as would
setile the two questions permanently. In dong so0, however,
the gentlemen of the committee will do me the justice to say,
that I insisted that we should not run any line that would cut
off any portion in which thers were actoal settlers in the val-
ley of the Rio Grande south of what is termed by Senators
the Journey of Death. ' To sccomplish that objec’, with the
information we then had, we supposed that a straight line
from El Paso, for twenty miles, would answer the purpose, but
would leave this desert within the limits of the Perritory
assigned to New Mexico ; and we took that, fur the reason
just set forth by the Senator from Texas, that it gave them
great inconvenience to have to pass through this territory in
onder to communicate with the portion of New Mexico where
business is transacted.

I go farther, sir. T-stated (hen—and the chairman of the
commitie¢ will understand and offirn what [ say—that [
hoped that if it should be ascertained during the discussi-n that
the line by the committee would not «flect that ob-
jeet, of throwing all the settlements soath of this desert within
toe limits of Texas, that there would be no difficulty in extend-
ing it so as to sccomplish that object. I have iuformation,
that I think cannot be questioned, that there is a viry consid-
mhlaormlon of the people roitled upon the Rio Grande
northeof that line, not merely north of El Paso, but for the |
whole distance to Jornada del Muerto, or Journey of Death,
for nesrly a handred miles; slong that whlo valley there are
settlements ; but there are, north of the Journey ul'Dulh.'
which terminates between 33° and 31° north latitude, no set- '
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anxiety to getit in such a shape that I can give it my sup-
port. 8o far ss the State which I bave the honor to repre-
sent is concerned, she will yield more than any other State in
this Union to bring about a compromise. So lar as her repre-
sentative here is concerned, who now addresses you, be would
sacrifice every hope of future popularity, if by that means he
could bring about barmony, and settle the distracling ques-
tions which now agitate the country in such way as to do
justice to the rights of all, and stop fulure agitation. But
while I will do this, and while the State of Texas will do it,
she has scquired, at the cost of blood and by years of war,
what she will not surrender to unjust demands, however
backed by opposing numbers. Any controversy with the
people of Santa Fe would be deprecated by the State of
Texas, and by no citizen of that State more than myself.
Any collision with the suthorities of the Government of the
United States, in regard to this question, would be depre-
cated ; but, gir, [ greatly mistake the temper of the people of
Texas if they would submit for a single mument (o terms of
degradation, imposed on them in disregard of the principles of
right. [ think I make no unreasonablé request here. | ask
that these' people may not be required to pass through where
they would be liable to be scalped by Indians. For, while this
political controversy is going on here, while objection after
objection is thrown in, to the agitation of the country, and
political echemes are set on foot, I state here in my place—I
have authority for stating it, and it t be tradicied or
denied—that the pesple of Sania Fe are worse protected to-
day, by the arms of the United States, than they were before
Gen. Kearny took possession of the place. Why should not
theso people below the Jornad s Jdel Muerto remain wiith Texas
if they are content ? I'nere was no force carried to El Paso
to organize them  Major Neighbote, and a com-
panion or two, were all that went to the country of El Paso
for that purpose. T'hey were lefi free to choose as they thought
proper by the commanding officer, and no mfluence was ex-
ercised by bim, as the reeord on your wble shows, And yet,
under these circumstances, they organized themselves into a
cwunty, snd vote with Texas. Aud now it is eaid to be a
matier of ruch vast importanca that the line should be fixed
twenty miles above El Paso that theso people are to be se-
parated from Texas, and Texas is charged with factious op-
position if she asks 1o bave the line extended so as to include
these people within her territory. 1 venture to assert ibat, if
you will take away your political missionaries, and withdraw
your nees from amony the people of Ssata Fe, they will

I repeat that the fixation of this line between New Mexico |.

are more esntent to limit the territory thus to be cut off 10 a | expressing their willin 0 her pesce * Why should
smaller amount, T repeat that I bave threecbjects in view—io | these proposals, which ?.- proper, ha olzuin o
seitle the bogndary of Tezes, to prevent cellision between | Toxas} Why, Mr. b [ diways hear the Benstor

from Texas with so. much plossure, and generally with so
much instruction, that I never fail to listen to bim I’lil.h great
satisfaction ; but allow me to say that if he were here repre-
senting Texas with full power to settle this gpestion, we might
discuss it more fraely and fully. But this propoeition is not
from Texas to Texas, but frem the Unlted States to Texss ;
and we propose a cerlain beundary, apd: cestain conditions,
for a certain sum of money.

Now I can no more imagins that that.cap well be offensive to
Texas than if T were to offér 1o purchese a.tract of land from
one of my neighbors, ot a price proposed, it would be offen-
sive to him. = He is freely: at liberty to accept or not, as he
chooses. 8ir, towards Texas [ have the kindliest feelings,
end a other consilerations which urged me to
tbe taking of thirty-four as the boundary. line between *u-
and New Mexico, theraby taking away nearly half the terxi-
tory between thirty-two and thirty-six and a half—one consider.
ration, ¥ say, waa that we shall not be at liberty, on establish-
ing that line, to offér to Texes any such pecuniary equi-.
valent as, for one, I feel sirongly disposed to do. Bir, there.
will be difficullies enough upon, this part of the subject, Lan-
tigipate, whea we.arrive at it ; but let us not increase them by
giving to Texas nearly half of the territory between thizty-two
and thirty-six, fos the sake of including a few scattered inhabi-
tants, when she willafierwards expect to get just o8 much money
as an equivalentasifshe bsd not demanded this. Bir, the matter
hes been already more discussed than was necessary. [ am
very sorry a proposition of this kind was madg. Of all the
topics conneeted with this srrangement, the one that gave me,
mosl trouble and anxiety has been the proper adjustment of
this territatial line. [ sought most anxiowsly fram day to day
to effect it in ao amicable manner. I found it impossible to,
agree in all respects with the gentlemen who represent tha,
State of Texas. We took up the subject, upon, it, ,
proposed s line. I would be willing to takg the line in sub-
stance presented by the Senator from Illinpis, beginning at .
El Paso, or twenty miles sbove El Paso, if you pleass, and ,
reaning it to the Red river at the 424 degree, throwing off,
according to the maps—uithough I know they are not alwaya
mubh to be relied on—nearly two-thirds of what is proposed .
toibe ceded by Texas to the United States, retaining only
the stip of land on the Rio Grande. I would be willing ta
agree to that. In short, so anxious am [ for the adjustment
in an amicable and satisfactory manner of these great and
troublesomé quest
would not be willing to d> ; but [ repeat that I think it would
be better to adhere to the line proposed by the committee.

Mr. FOOTE. 1 :ullﬁhﬂint that [ have some right to
complain of my honorable iriend from Kentucky, (Mr. Czar,)
who seems to be more or less di to complain of ny
smendments baving been offered. 'Why, sir, I have notbeen

brought furward by me are not of a nature vitally to affect the
bill inany of its main features, I think that they might have
been received with a little more of that complaisance which
has so happily marked the ganeral demeanor of the honorable
Senator from Kentucky as an acknowledged leader in the
greal struggle now in progress. [ must say that [ think it a
litile unfortunate that, at this stage of the measure, it shoyld
be urged that the whole plan of adjustment, just as it came
from the hands of the Committee of Thirteen, should be adopt-
el, without any material change whatever. v

Mr. CLAY, (in bisseat.) Who has insigted upon that ?

Mr. FOOTE. I know that the honorable Senator from
Kentucky has heretofore said, as other friends of the bill have
::nmnl.lyddxi;tef. that ﬁ reasonable amendments were to

received with favor, and ad y if it should be s
judicious to do so. Indeed, wm plan of adj un;:;\m
been from time to time assailed, [ have consiantly insisted
that it should not be too unsparingly condemned before a suffi-
cient opportunity should have been enjoyed for .improving it
by suitable smendments. [ have certainly all possible respect
for tbe Committee of Thirteen, but I must sey that I deem it
at least possible that they may have erred in some material
points, and, wishing to make the bill in all respects as perfect
as practicable, I must be allowed to suggest deficiencies where
I suppose them actuaily to exist. However, as I have already
said, I do not attach any very great importance to the
amendments which [ have offered ; and in a spirit of concilia-
tion and compromise, [ have just agreed to take, as a substi-
tute for two of them, one which will be presently brought to
the notice of the Senaie by the honorable SBenator from Mary-
land, (Mr. Paarr,) and another which has just been prepared
by the honorable Senator from.Illinois, (Mr. Dousras.) The
Senate may rest confidently assured that I shall throw no un-
necessary obstacles in the way, or exhibit any soperabundant
tenaciousness on any immaterial point. )

Mr. PRATT. I take it for granted, Mr. President, that
every member of the Senate hasin view the same object—

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator from Maryland allow me
to suggest that the beiter way would be to vote upon the
amend te in ion, and disp of them.

Mr. PRATT resumed. My only cbject, sir, is, if [ can
do so, to offer such an amendment as will be acceptable to
both sides of the chamber, in lieu of a portion of the smend-
ment offered by the Senator from Mississippi.

The amendments under consideration, ss proposed by the
Senator from Mississippi, embrace two objects. The one is
the extent of the tenitory which is to be ceded by Texms—
the other relates to the law which is to operate upon the
terrilory so ceded.

The Senator from’ [llinois (Mr. Dovoras) has proposed
an amendment which I hope will be acceptable to the Senate,
by which the extent of the territory is defined, and the
smendment which I propose to offer refers to the law which
is to govern that territory.

But [ desire to say one word in regard to the boundsry

under consideration, before [ off-r my amendment. [ may
be entirely mistaken, Mr. President, in the geographical po-
sition of the country, but as referred 1o in this debate—and I
shall ba glad if the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crar,) or
any other Senator who is more familisr with its geographical
position than I am will correct me—I understand that from
the point twenty miles above El Paso, which is the northern
boundary of Texas, tothe Desert, or Passage of Death, the
distance is only forty miles, and that the desert itself is from
ninety to one hund:ed and twenty miles in breadth, withont
waler in any part of it. Now, it seems to me that this terri-
tory lying between the nerihem boundary of Texes and
New Mexico, as proposed to be established by this biil, would
be entirely unprotected by the Government of New Mexico,
to which it would be attached. Ifthe northern boundary of

| Texas is extended to the southern border of the Passage of

Death, then the territory in question would b-long to Texas,
and its people could be eamly protected by the Guvernment
of Texas; but if the present boundary is con nued, this
narrow strip of couotry will belong to New Mexico, and
before its inhabitants could be protectéd by the authorities of
New Mexico, they would be obliged to cross this desert of
one hundred and twenty miles in evtent. [Its people would
be praciically unprotected by the Government to which they
would belong. It does seem to me, Mr. President, that if [
am right in the view | have expressed as to the geography
of the country, in fixing a boundary between these iwo
States, it would be better for both Siates that the northern
boundary of Texas should be extended to the shuthern border
of the desert, so as to include allthe inhabitable portion of the
country south of this desert as a part of T'exas.

Now, sir, as to the law which is to govern the country, all
vides of the chamber appear to corcur that the law, as it now
stands, should continue to be the law governing this subjeet,
and the enly difficulty whith can exist must be in drawing,
out a provision to carry p'ainly into effect this object. 1 bave,
with this view, draughied the amendmeot which [ propose
to offer. It in my judgment effects the object desired, and
will, [ have reason to believe, meet with the concurrence of
a majority of the Senate.

Preovided, That nothing herein contained shall be 5o con-

quietly organize under the anthority of Texas. Any particu-

strued as to annul, abrogate, or affeet the resclutions of an—

i
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uestions, that there is scarpely any thing I,

specially tronblesome on this head ; and as the amendmenis .

between Texas and New Mexico, as established by the bilk .
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